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History 



  

Prior to 1913 

ñWe are always 

yapping about the 

óGood Old Daysô 

and how we look 

away back and 

enjoy it, but I tell 

you there is a lot 

of hooey to it.ò  

        ï Will Rogers 



The Teens 

Highway 71 near Bella Vista 

Å1913 - First Arkansas Highway Commission Created 

ÅNo Highway Department / No Highway System 

ÅFirst Highway Improvement Fund 

Å$10 Registration Fee / Vehicle  -   $72,000 Total Budget 

Å50,000 Vehicles 

Å36,000 Miles of Public Roads 



The Twenties 

Broadway Bridge dedication, 

1922. View is looking towards 

North Little Rock 

Repair Shop of State 

Highway Department, 

Little Rock, early 1930s 

ÅFirst Gas Tax ï 1 cent per gallon 

ÅArkansas Highway Commission 

Changed Twice 

Å1927 - All Road Improvement District 

miles and $100 Million in Debt 

Transferred to State 

Å1929 ï Highway Department Created 

Å200,000 Vehicles 

Å8,800 Miles State Highways (1,400 Paved) 



The Thirties 

State Highway Department HQ, 1939 

Magnet Truck, Picked up 

an average of 20 lbs of 

metal per mile 

ÅArkansas Highway Commission Changed 

Two More Times 

ÅGas Tax Raised to 6.5 cents per Gallon 

V1960ôs Before Next Increase 

Å255,000 Vehicles 

Å9,300  Miles State Highways (3,000 Paved) 



The Forties 

Dillardôs Ferry, a 

hand-cranked 

operation, crossed 

the Buffalo River at 

Highway 14 from 

1929-1958. 

Operation of the 

Henderson Ferry at 

Norfork Lake cost 

$117,981 for 1947-48. 

During this period 

189,856 vehicles were 

ferried over at an 

average cost of 62¢ 

per vehicle. 

ÅWorld War II 

ÅArkansas Highway Commission Changed Two 

More Times 

ÅPolitical Influence on Highways  

ï Growing Discontent 

Å455,000 Vehicles 

Å9,700  Miles State Highways (4,900 Paved) 



The Fifties 

Widening Hwy 67 near 

Malvern, 1956 

ÅNew Governor Elected �² Promise to Improve Roads 

Å1951 - Highway Audit Commission Report 

V �³�W�K�H advice, counsel and expert know-how which is available from 
the �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V own technical and administrative staffs bear scant 
weight indeed when they are in conflict with the political pressures 
and political promises of the moment.�  ́

ÅArkansas Highway Commission  

V 9 Legislative Acts Restructuring Commission since 1913 

Å1952 �² Mack Blackwell Amendment 

ÅInterstate Era 

Å750,000 Vehicles 

Å11,000 Miles State Highways (8,800 Paved) 


